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Douglas did not vote on this question, nor did he take
part in the argument on it.

The subject of burning interest in Congress was the
condition of affairs in Kansas Territory. When the bill
repealing the Missouri Compromise was pending, the
opinion had been generally expressed by its supporters
that slavery never would or .could go into that region.
Several Southern Senators and most of the Northern
Democrats had held this view. Hunter, of Virginia,
considered it utterly hopeless to expect that either
Kansas or Nebraska would ever be a slaveholding state.
Badger, of North Carolina, said that he had no more
idea of seeing a slave population in either of them than
he had of seeing it in Massachusetts. Dixon, of Ken-
tucky, held a similar view. Nor is there any reason to
doubt the sincerity of these men. Apparently the only
Southern Senator who then cherished a different belief
was Atchison, of Missouri, whose home was on the border
of Kansas and whose opinions were based upon personal
knowledge and backed by self-interest.

President Pierce appointed Andrew H. Reeder, of
Pennsylvania, governor of Kansas Territory. Reeder
was not unwilling to cooperate with the South in estab-
lishing slavery in an orderly way, but was quite unpre-
pared for the tactics which had been planned by others
to expedite his movements. He called an election for a
delegate in Congress to be held on the 29th of November,
1854. An organized army of Missourians marched over
the Kansas border, seized the polling-places, and cast
1749 fraudulent votes for a pro-slavery man named
Whitfield. This was a gratuitous and unnecessary act of
violence, since the bona-fide settlers from Missouri out-
numbered the Free State men and the latter were, as
yet, unorganized and unprepared. Governor Reeder con-avery which Mr. Douglas and his friends were laboring so hard to inaugurate.
